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PRESS RELEASE – FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

15 September 2015 

Opening of New Zealand Embassy in Bogota  

The Latin America New Zealand Business Council congratulates the New Zealand Government on its 
decision to open an Embassy in Bogota next year.  

Matthew O’Meagher, President of the LANZBC commented:  

“The potential of the Colombian market has become increasingly apparent to Council members, many 
of whom have joined Government missions to the market in recent years. Education, agri-business 
and investment have been identified as particular opportunities. The LANZBC therefore looks forward 
to working with the government and exporters to connect businesses in the two countries. 

Alongside the Rio Olympics, Peru’s 2016 APEC Year, the expansion of air links, and ongoing trade 
negotiations, too, the opening of this new Latin American post is a further reason for New Zealand 
companies and organisations to look to the Latin American region for trans-Pacific business growth 
opportunities.” 

For enquiries, contact:  
Matthew O’Meagher  
President, LANZBC  
T: 0220 067 0322 
E: matthew.omeagher@lanzbc.co.nz 
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15 SEPTEMBER, 2015 

New Zealand to open Embassy in Colombia 

Foreign Minister Murray McCully has announced that the Government intends to open a new Embassy in 
Bogota, Colombia. 

“Colombia is an increasingly important partner for New Zealand, as it is strategically at the top of South America 
and has one of the strongest performing economies in the region,” Mr McCully says. 

“With a population of over 46 million and solid growth there are numerous opportunities for New Zealand 
businesses in Colombia, particularly in areas such as education and investment. 

“Having a dedicated New Zealand presence on the ground in Bogota will help to support the development of 
strong business links, particularly investment in Colombia’s agri-business and dairy sectors. 

“The Embassy will also serve as a base for a New Zealand agencies with interests in Colombia, such as NZTE 
and Education New Zealand. 

“The decision to open an Embassy reflects the Government’s desire to deepen New Zealand’s relationship with 
Latin American partners, particularly as Colombia is a key member of the Pacific Alliance, along with Chile, 
Mexico and Peru. 
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“The new Embassy aligns well with the Government’s Business Growth Agenda commitment to broaden our 
market base, particularly through the Asia-Pacific region.  We have a clear plan to strengthen our relationships 
in South America and South East Asia in particular, to benefit our exporters and trade generally,” Mr McCully 
says. 

The Embassy will be New Zealand’s fifth post in Latin America and will be established in 2016. 

Source: http://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/new-zealand-open-embassy-colombia 
 
 
 

 

 

 


